
Brothers, 

 Your Pittsburgh Chapter 

has done a lot since the last 

newsletter in January. We 

again won the University's 

Cathedral Cup for best over-

all fraternity and have had a 

great spring semester. 

 In this newsletter you 

will hear about all of our 

graduating seniors, our new-

est Omicron class, and eve-

rything we've done this se-

mester. 

 Here's a quick snapshot. 

In January we started the 

year off with rush week 

right away. Our recruitment 

chair, Jilan Kurlansky, and 

all of the brothers got the 

word out despite the nasty 

January weather. We ended 

up pinning 5 members for 

our Omicron class. We look 

forward to what these young 

men can contribute to our 

growing chapter. 

 On Saturday March 19, 

we celebrated the sixth 

anniversary of our 

charter with a cookout 

at the house. It was a 

perfect day and we 

thank all the Alumni 

who came out. The 

next week, our dancers 

took second place in 

Greek Sing! It was so 

great that our partner, 

Delta Delta Delta, 

made all of our broth-

ers dinner the follow-

ing week. 

 April was by far our 

busiest month. It began with 

initiating the Omicron class 

and two fathers, Michael J 

McGrath and James D. Pen-

nington. The following 

week, we had 17 brothers 

sign up and travel to Wil-

liamsburg, VA for Region 

IX's RLC. On the weekend 

of the 16th, over 20 brothers 

went to YMCA Camp Kon-

o-Kwee to do community 

service and brotherhood 

activities. A special thanks 

to Alumnus Richard 

Rosenow for the help in 

setting it up! The semester 

was wrapped up with our 

Pie-a-thon philanthropy 

event for The V Foundation 

and our Formal at the Rivers 

Club downtown. 

 We have a lot of brothers 

living in the house and 

around Pittsburgh this sum-

mer so we'd love to have 

you come around. Be ready 

A Letter from the “A” 

By: Kevin Cogan 
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When a sign-up sheet for 

Greek Sing was passed around at 

Meeting in late November, I 

checked the box that said “help with 

set”, and quickly passed the clip-

board to the person behind me.  I’d 

have been crazy to check the box 

for dancing or singing.  After all, 

I’m that kid that spends the majority 

of the time at parties sprawled out 

on a couch or standing behind the 

bar.  Let’s just say dancing was 

never really my thing.  In fact, up 

until fall semester, I can’t ever re-

call doing anything in the blacklight 

room besides scrubbing the floor. 

 And besides, I’d never really done 

anything on stage before, especially 

in front of a large audience.  It just 

wasn’t for me.   

It wasn’t until the night of 

CDDP that I first ever considered it. 

 Senior Eric Phillips spent a good 

half hour trying to convince me to 

not worry about my utter lack of 

experience and just try out, stress-

ing that you never really get an op-

portunity to do this kind of thing 

after college.  I decided then to at 

least try out, although I wasn’t real-

ly expecting to make the cut. 

 I had never been as embar-

rassed in my entire life as I was the 

night of tryouts.  Void of a room to 

practice in, we all had to awkwardly 

learn a dance in the middle of the 

David Lawrence lobby.  It certainly 

didn’t help that a Panhel meeting 

ended in a nearby lecture room as 

we were auditioning.  After about 

two hours, I thought I had it down, 

but somehow managed to mess it up 

during the audition.  I guess I ex-

pected it.  Three days later, I found 

out that despite my gaffe, I had still 

made the cut and would be signing 

away all of my free time for the 

next two months. 

    The next month was actually a lot 

of fun.  My stressful academic se-

mester was balanced by hanging out 

with my brothers and the girls from 

Tri Delta for six hours a week.  Not 

only that, but I found myself no 

longer being such a bumbling buf-

foon of a dancer (at least when eve-

rything I had to do was choreo-

graphed).  I even found that one of 

my hidden talents (my uncanny 

ability to make outrageously cheesy 

faces) would actually be of use for 

our team’s rendition of Moulin 

Rouge’s “Spectacular”.   

Sometimes it seemed more like 

work than recreation.  Sometimes it 

was sweating beads in a tiny blue 

room in Trees hall.  Other times it 

was practicing alone in my cramped 

dorm room.  Still other times it was 

sprinting to the Fitzgerald Field 

House following my chemistry lab 

that ended at 10:00 PM.  But I never 

considered quitting, mostly because 

two other brothers had already 

dropped out and I was still actually 

enjoying it. 

The days went by a little too 

quickly, and March 25
th drew near. 

 Practices turned into five times a 

week and the House became a 

workshop.  Oh, and I also found out 

I would be singing a chorus from 

“Take me Home Tonight”.  Never 

mind that I had never sung before. 

 That week was hellish to say the 

least.  Whether it was practicing in 

front of vending machines in a hall-

way in Trees or exhaustively paint-

ing a wooden windmill or spackling 

pink stuff onto the set (or studying 

for my second organic chemistry 

midterm for that matter), I always 

found myself with too much to do 

and not enough time to do it.  Our 

last practice ended late Thursday 

morning, and everyone went home, 

knowing that less than 24 hours 

later, we’d all be up on stage.   

Friday was mostly a blur.  We 

arrived at the Field House for dress 

rehearsal, and after a brief wardrobe 

mishap involving child-sized sus-

penders, we were up on the stage, 

this time in front of only a handful 

of people, going over our routine.  I 

was nervous and shaking, and this 

was only rehearsal.  How was I go-

ing to get through the actual thing?! 

 Well, I had several hours to ponder 

this, as everyone retired to the Delta 

Chi house for the next several hours 

to get ready for the show.   

Six hours and several layers of 

make-up later, we all headed back 

up to the Field House, this time for 

real.  I went up to the Delta Chi 

section and sat through the first 

seven performances, noticing just 

how many people would be looking 

at us on stage.  Still nervous.  After 

the seventh group, we headed down 

to the backstage area.  We had ten 

minutes to quickly go through eve-

rything in our heads and mentally 

prepare.  Finally, it was time.   

The girl’s dance was first, so I 

A “Spectacular” Greek Sing Rendition of Moulin Rouge 

By: Sharif Khan 

Sharif Khan, “F” 
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stood backstage, frantically pacing 

for about a minute, anxious to the 

point that Xanax probably wouldn’t 

have even helped.  Then, in a flash, 

it was time to put to the test every-

thing I had done for the past two 

months.  I hopped up on stage, im-

mediately overcome by an adrena-

line rush, and lost all sense of nerv-

ousness.  The first dance ended, and 

I ran to the back of the stage to pick 

up the microphone.  What followed 

was, to say the least, a mediocre 

attempt to imitate Eddie Money.  I 

missed a high note.  Oops, no prob-

lem, I’ll get the next one.  Oops. 

 Missed that one too.  I then heard 

“Delta Chi sucks!!!” from some-

where in the audience to the left. 

 Looking in that direction, I got 

down on one knee, and winked, 

before finishing my part and getting 

into position for the next dance. 

 The bright lights and the cheers 

from the crowd are really all that I 

remember from the last 5 minutes 

of the routine.  Again, in a flash, it 

was all over, and we ran offstage, 

overcome with a feeling of accom-

plishment.  We nailed it.   

We went back up to the Delta 

Chi section, and watched the final 

routine.  Nothing special.  I spent 

the next half hour pacing around, 

waiting for the judges to finish 

making up their minds.  It took a 

really long time.  The frequent “you 

guys were great!!!” remarks could 

only settle me down so much.  In 

fact, I think I was much more nerv-

ous waiting for the awards than I 

was during the dance.  Finally, they 

were ready.  “In third place, Kappa 

Kappa Gamma and Phi Delta The-

ta”.  Whew, we still got it.  “In se-

cond place, Delta Delta Delta and 

Delta Chi.”  

…….disappointment.  All that 

work and it was only good enough 

for second place . 

 At least, that’s how I felt at the 

time.  Looking back, however, I feel 

very differently.  What really mat-

tered about that whole experi-

ence?  Well first and foremost, I 

finally learned how to dance.  At 

least somewhat.  I’m still no Dan 

Thomas.. . 

 Secondly, I cannot describe 

how much participating in Greek 

Sing helped me become closer to 

my brothers (some of whom I was-

n’t even great friends with previous-

ly).  Finally, our relationship as a 

chapter with Tri Delta has become 

exceptional.  I had so much fun just 

Greek Sing (continued) 

hanging out with them and my 

brothers in the weeks preceding and 

following Greek Sing, and I know if 

we hadn’t been paired, I probably 

wouldn’t know a single one of 

them.  A “Tri Delta Chi” sign that 

was part of the set still hangs in our 

dining room to this day.  I suppose 

that, in the end, I’m glad we won 

second place, because it made me 

appreciate everything else that I 

accomplished and everything we 

accomplished as a chapter through-

out the whole thing.  But let’s be 

serious…we should’ve won.   
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 It becomes necessary, upon the 

assumption of a role of power, for the 

newly-crowned to define his intentions 

regarding the transformation of 

power into policy. As Brotherhood 

Chair for the 2011 Spring Semester, I 

realized that many conflicting views 

were held within the fraternity 

regarding brotherhood events. Some 

believed that these events were best 

held on infrequent occasion, yet being 

of an expensive nature (such as an 

all-expenses-paid trip to the movie thea-

tre). Others simply asked that the 

Brotherhood Chairs held small, cheap, 

and relatively frequent events at 

the house. 

 I could place myself upon a pedes-

tal, claiming ultimate responsibility for 

choosing the philosophy by which the 

Brotherhood Chairs would abide for 

the semester. However, much of this 

credit must be given to Eric Phillips, 

who pulled me aside after learning that I 

had been appointed as a 

Brotherhood Chair and told me that 

such events needn't be elaborate; a 

main attribute of brotherhood, he re-

minded, is the fact that the bond 

between brothers can strengthen in any 

situation in which they are brought 

together. Thus, as a Brotherhood Chair, 

I was in charge of planning events 

that facilitated the strengthening of our 

bond- not the exhausting of our 

budget. 

 This philosophy prevailed through-

out the past semester: Instead of 

planning a few large scale events, 

Brotherhood held multiple events at the 

house, ranging from pizza to movies to 

video game tournaments. One of the 

most mentioned events of the semester 

was a Super Smash Brothers 

Tournament, in which around twenty 

brothers participated or watched whilst 

eating pizza. The friendly competition 

captivated attendees, and though 

the event lasted an hour longer than 

anticipated, most brothers stayed 

until the winner was decided. And yes, 

that winner was yours truly. 

 All in all, I feel that the philosophy 

of simply bringing brothers 

together in an enjoyable atmosphere 

was a smart decision. The collective 

response has been in favor of these 

events as they fostered casual 

conversation and (as is typical of most 

Delta Chi events) a humorous 

atmosphere. 

An Update on Brotherhood  

By: Robby Snyder 

Robby Snyder 

Co-Brotherhood Chair 
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A Semester in  Pictures: 

Regional Leadership Conference,   

Brotherhood Retreat at Camp Kon-o-kwee, Date Party, 

Formal... 
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Our Chapter graduated a whopping 17 active brothers on May 1, 2011. The group includes 

many influential members of our Chapter, including former holders of every executive com-

mittee position and a vast amount of chair positions and other on-campus leaders. We wish 

them the best as they head out into the world, and hope they will come back for a visit once in 

a while! Here they are, along with their future plans: 

Graduating Seniors 

Matt Balsbaugh 

Working in Pittsburgh 
Derrick Brooks 

Taking a Year Off Before 

Med. School 

Tim Gallo 

Working in Pittsburgh 
Austin Hoffman 

Registered Nurse at 

UPMC Presbyterian 

Alex Ireland 

Research until Medical 

School  

Chuck Johnson 

Lab Manager at ECI 

Telecom  

Mike Kaiser 

Graduate School at Pitt 

John Kanter 

Taking Gap Year to Work 

Before Med. School 

Ricky Lavery 

Going to Law School 

Matt Loch 

Working in Pittsburgh 

Area 

Michael Maciupa 

Working in Pittsburgh 

Area 

A.J.  Mayowski 

Working in Madison,  

WI 

Eric Phillips 

Georgia Tech for 

Graduate School 

Mike Rose-Sandow 

Financial Analyst in 

Madison, WI 

Kyle Thompson 

Work before Graduate 

School 

Ian Wolff 

Working in Chicago 

Tim Pennington 

Associate Manufactur-

ing Engineer at EMD 

in Chicago 
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Meet the Omicron Class 

The five members of the Omicron Class were initiated into the Bond of Delta Chi on 

April 2, 2011, along with two alumni initiates, the fathers of Brian McGrath and Tim 

Pennington. We are happy to add to our group of undergraduates and alumni, and we 

are all extremely excited about what these gentlemen bring to the Chapter. The Omi-

cron class definitely reinforces the old idea of quality over quantity. These five young 

men are already showing themselves to be a perfect fit with Delta Chi, and we have 

all the confidence that they will become an asset to our beloved fraternity in the com-

ing years. Here they are, along with their year in school this fall, field of study, 

hometown, and Delta Chi Family: 

Mitchell Stein 

Sophomore 

Architecture 

Pittsburgh, PA 

Kowalski Family 

Eric Marksz 

Sophomore 

Materials Science and Engineering 

Cleveland, OH 

Kowalski Family 

C.J. Stavrakos 
Sophomore 

Industrial Engineering 

Radnor, PA 

Rhoades Family 

Ari Hamilton 

Sophomore 

Urban Studies 

Hermosa Beach, CA 

Barron Family 

Chad Ringel 

Junior 

Chemical Engineering 

Scotch Plains, NJ 

Roberts Family 

The Omicron Class following their 

Initiation Ceremony. 
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ñIf you do something once, itôs a tradi-

tion. If you do something twice, itôs an 

age-old tradition. If you do something 

three times, itôs always been that way.ò  

ï Bill Tallman, ñCCò 

 

 This sentiment is one that I find to 

be true of many of the things we do 

within our chapter and for better or for 

worse it keeps a lot of traditions alive. I 

think it’s important for each group of 

men as they pass through the fraternity 

to leave a legacy for future Pittsburgh 

Chapter men. In time, hopefully these 

legacies can become the traditions that 

Bill Tallman is referring to.  

 One of the traditions that I’ve 

worked very hard to keep alive is the 

Lavaliere ceremony. On Sunday, Febru-

ary 27, 2011, I lavaliered my girlfriend 

of five years, Megan Neuf. This special 

ceremony allowed me to share the bond 

and love I feel for Delta Chi with some-

one that I truly love and respect and 

want to spend the rest of my life with. 

While she'll never know our secrets and 

the reasons why we conduct ourselves 

as we do, she'll always know that I val-

ue her as my friend and companion as 

much as I cherish the bonds I've estab-

lished within Delta Chi. However, set-

ting up the ceremony turned out to be a 

difficult task!  

 There were no undergraduate mem-

bers who had witnessed the last 

Lavaliere ceremony, and all I had to 

work with was a very dated outline of 

the ceremony from Headquarters’ web-

Keeping Chapter Traditions Alive 

By: Greg Nicosia 

site. After e-mailing some of the 

alumni and doing a little bit of 

research, I was able to put together 

a very solid and meaningful cere-

mony unique to our Chapter. In 

addition to having a unique 

Lavaliere Ceremony, each of the 

current members was able to learn 

“Delta Chi Sweetheart” in its en-

tirety. The song, while also very 

dated, is a key part of the ceremo-

ny. I thank all the brothers and 

new alumni that sang with me! 

 I hope that my contribution to 

the Chapter will remain a tradition 

that future brothers can use to 

honor the important women in 

their lives and show their peers 

that chivalry is not dead. More 

importantly, I think it is time that 

we as undergraduate members step 

back and appreciate the tradition 

of successful, well-mannered, and 

educated men that you the alumni 

of left our Chapter. I joined in the 

spring of 2009, right as we won 

our second President’s Cup and 

third Cathedral Cup. Since then, 

we have continued to win both 

awards each year, so as far as I 

know it’s always been that way!  

For daily Chapter 

updates, please 

check out….. 

Our Newly Redesigned Website: 

www.pittdeltachi.com 

Our Facebook Group/Page: 

www.facebook.com/pittdeltachi  

Our Twitter Page: 

http://twitter.com/pittdeltachi 

Greg Nicosia, “B” and  girl-

friend Megan Neuf following 

the Lavaliere Ceremony 
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Delta Chi and The V Foundation 

ñWe need your help. I need your help. We need money for 

research. It may not save my life. It may save my children's 

life. It may save someone you love. And it's very 

important..ò 

- Jim Valvano 

 After the International Convention that was held in Cleveland, Ohio, 

Delta Chi partnered with The V Foundation to help fight cancer.  Delta Chi 

pledged to donate $130,000 at the convention in New Orleans, LA, and the 

Fraternity succeeded in meeting that goal.  To further our commitment to the 

V Foundation, the Fraternity has pledged to raise another $150,000 for cancer 

research next convention in Pittsburgh in 2012, including a pledge of $4,000 

from the Pittsburgh Chapter.  The V Foundation was founded by Jim Valvano 

in 1993 at the inaugural ESPY awards, which are hosted annually by ESPN.  

Jim Valvano was the coach of NC State basketball and a well known ESPN 

announcer.  In his speech he proclaimed “Don’t give up...Don’t ever give up,” 

which has become the motto of the Foundation.  Unfortunately Jim passed 

away from metastatic cancer shortly after  the 1993 ESPY awards. 

 The Foundation’s goal is to save lives by helping to find a cure for can-

cer.  They seek to make a difference by generating broad-based support for 

cancer research and by creating an urgent awareness among all Americans of 

the importance of the war against cancer. The Foundation performs these dual 

roles through advocacy, education, fundraising, and philanthropy.  With your 

help, the chapter would love to add to the growing contribution that is being 

sent to the Foundation at the end of the semester. 

 For more information on the V Foundation visit the website at 

www.jimmyv.org. 



* Good luck to our many new alumni as they move on to bigger and better things! 

* Congratulations to Dave and Nora DiNuzzo on their recent marriage! 

* Thank you to everyone who donated to and attended Greek Sing! 

* Thanks to Mitchell Soso for his various donations! 

* Thanks to Dr. Tim Corcoran, Cheryl Paul, Tom Horowitz, Andy Rutt, and the rest 

of our ABT for all they do for us!  

* Thanks to the many Alumni who attended, donated to, or in some way facilitated 

our 6th Anniversary Chartering Cookout! It wouldn’t have been possible without 

your help!  We hope you had a great time! 

* Thank you to the long list of Alumni who sponsored an Associate Member or 

Brother or donated to Delta Chi in the past semester! 

Adam Cetra òEó 

255 North Dithridge Street 

Pittsburgh, PA 15213 

The Delta Chi Fraternity, 

Pittsburgh Chapter 
 

 Thank you for reading the Spring 2011 Edition of Kimball’s 

Quarterly! This was quite the busy yet very rewarding semester for 

the undergraduate members of Pittsburgh Delta Chi, as Kevin out-

lined in his opening letter. Thanks for sharing in it with us, and thank 

you for your continued support of our Chapter. Everything we ac-

complish we owe not only to ourselves but to the groundwork our 

Alumni laid for us and the guidance you and our advisors provide us. 

 On a more personal note, thank you for all the help in adjust-

ing to the uncharted territory of a leadership role in the Fraternity. I 

hope I can live up to what is expected of me, and finish out my term 

strongly as I prepare to gain Alumni status myself this fall. 

 Let me know if there’s anything I can for you, and keep an 

eye out for Alumni Event updates from yours truly. Come by and see 

us some time. You know where to find us. 

 

In the Bond, always, 

Adam Cetra “E” 

Phone: 412-352-0968  

E-mail: pittdeltachiE@gmail.com 

A Message from the “E” 

Phone: 412-352-0968 

E-mail: pittdeltachiE@gmail.com 

 

Announcements 


